I am honoured to contribute to this first issue of the Arab Journal of Urology. When approached by Professor Ahmed Shokeir, Editor, to assist in this new journal's launch I did not hesitate to accept. My reasons were simple: communication of the results of new studies and exchange of information on new observations and perspectives in a peer-reviewed publication create the foundation for growth in the understanding of urological issues, in turn enhancing the quality of urological practice and the care we provide for our patients. I, therefore, saw this as an important opportunity to work with others that Professor Shokeir had recruited to help develop and build this very important project.
Of course, it is tempting to question whether there is truly a need for a new journal. There are already many excellent urological journals that appear to 'cover the field' more than adequately. Thus, another urological journal might be considered superfluous. However, there are many specific urological issues that might not necessarily be addressed in these journals. Also, there are several important perspectives possibly unique to particular populations or areas that might not easily obtain a voice in current journals. In this context, this new Arab Journal of Urology fills several important needs.
In addition, many issues in urology could be of particular importance to Arab populations, and physicians treating these patients need to be aware of them. These issues might not be limited to urological diseases but could also include health policy concerns, various health-related controversies, and regional and population-based customs that are important for general consideration amongst these populations. Communication of these through a journal is an important step in being able to address, understand, and stimulate discussion and research in finding solutions to urological health problems and improving care in addressing these issues.
Furthermore, an independent journal helps to establish an identity for the population that the journal serves, and enhances opportunities to express the needs and perspectives of specialists addressing the issues specific to this population. In the process, this can provide perspectives that could be of real value also to others outside the Arab world. As Editor of Urologic Oncology: Seminars and Original Investigations I have seen this process at work in serving not only the Society of Urologic Oncology but other urological oncology organizations where the need to address issues of importance to this area may not have been fully served by other available but more general journals. As Associate Editor of The Journal of Urology I have also seen the limitations that a major journal can have in serving the needs of a special population, as it may only provide a more generalized platform for the presentation of urological problems that are of importance to a broad population but not necessarily focused on the needs of a specific patient and/or physician group.
For all of these reasons I feel privileged in having been invited to participate in the launching of this new journal. The Arab Journal of Urology offers an opportunity to fill an important need in enhancing overall urological care for the Arab population, providing a significant service to the physicians who serve this population, and seeks to expand their knowledge and understanding of urological issues, addressing healthcare and health-related philosophical issues that provide important perspectives that can potentially extend far beyond the borders of the Arab world.
I congratulate Professor Shokeir and the founding editors of the Arab Journal of Urology, salute their vision, support their efforts, and wish them and their new journal my best wishes for success in achieving their goals.
